
CREEKSTONE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

P.O. BOX 396
RED WING, MINNESOTA 55066
EMAIL: info@creekstonemontessori.org
WEBSITE: https://creekstonemontessori.org/

January 27, 2022

Dear Supporters,

We, the Creekstone Montessori School (CMS) Board of Directors, would like to express our gratitude for
your continued support for the new Montessori charter school set to open this fall 2022 in Red Wing,
Minnesota.  In addition, we would like to provide a status update on CMS’s planning process.

CMS is excited to announce that we recently received a letter from the IRS stating that our 501(c)(3)
application was  approved.  We are now legally recognized as a tax-exempt, charitable organization and
can begin raising funds to help support our ongoing goal to open our doors this upcoming school year.

The 501(c)(3) status approval comes at a good time because we just recently learned there is a delay in
the determination announcements for the federal Charter Schools Program (CSP) Start-Up Grant funding
opportunity that we applied for in October.  Approval comes through  the Minnesota Department of
Education (MDE), and we would normally have been notified of our standing in December 2021.
However, due to staffing shortages, MDE has indicated that there is no exact time in which schools will
receive notification.  These grant funds help with many of the aspects involved in planning and
implementing a new charter school, including hiring and compensating preoperational staff/contract
support, purchasing classroom materials, acquiring student information and financial software systems,
payment for professional legal and accounting/financial services, and securing insurance coverages.

Even with the unexpected CSP Grant funding delay, the CMS Board of Directors continues to work hard
and believes we are still on track for opening later this year.  Here are some of the things we are currently
working on behind the scenes:

● Admissions and Enrollment - We are in the process of gathering all necessary information and
preparing required systems to hold open enrollment.  We anticipate accepting enrollment
applications for both the instructional preschool and K-6 programming in March 2022.
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● Community Relations and Fundraising - The board is planning a winter Open House to formally
introduce CMS to the community.  This event will provide information about Montessori
education, charter school operations, and CMS’s story and future plans.  Having operated on
zero raised funds up to this point, we also hope to raise much-needed bridge funding to help
ensure a 2022 school opening.

● Facilities - We are working with a non-profit organization to make certain the future school site,
located at 5225 US-61, Red Wing, MN 55066, is in compliance with all federal, state, and local
requirements and that it meets all necessary space needs to safely house students.

● Hiring School Staff - CMS’s board of directors anticipates hiring a Head of School through a fair
and open process as soon as state funding becomes available.  Immediately following the hiring
of the Head of School, we will work to fill all other school staff positions, also, through a fair and
open process.

● Other Areas of Work - In order to secure a fall opening the board is responsible for completing a
long list of ready to open tasks in areas of finance, technology, governance & policy
development, HR & personnel, education, food & nutrition, transportation, and ongoing board
training.  Additionally, this work is building strong school foundations and setting up CMS for
long term operational success.

CMS will provide all school updates, including enrollment and admissions information, via email and
posts on our webpage and social media platforms.  Please visit us at https://creekstonemontessori.org/
for more information.  We may also be reached by email at info@creekstonemontessori.org.

In conclusion, we are deeply grateful for your enduring support and patience as we navigate this
important process.  Please know we are as determined as ever to bring to fruition an alternative
Montessori public learning option to students and families in Red Wing and beyond.  We can only hope
you will find it all to be worth the wait.

Sincerely,

Creekstone Montessori School Board of Directors

Elissa Behnnke, Board Chair
Beth Borgen, Board Director
Perry Sekus, Board Director
Sheena Tisland, Board Secretary
Ronald Ward, Board Treasurer
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